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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a non-final action. Claims 1-21 are pending. Claims 
14-21 have been withdrawn from consideration. Claims 1-13 are 
examined below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shaw (U.S. Patent No. 4,856,952). 

Claim 1: Shaw discloses a threaded deformed reinforcing bar 
comprising a core (Fig. 8: 1A) , at least two series of 
transverse ribs (2A, 4A: see Figs. 6 and 7) on the core, the 
ribs aligned and spaced longitudinally along the bar and 
separated by troughs (3A) , each series separated transversely 
from adjacent series by a gap (thickness of longitudinal rib 
portion proximate 6A) , the ribs are angled and aligned to form a 
pattern of threads along the bar, and a longitudinally extending 
rib (proximate 6A) in the gap, each rib interrupted adjacent at 
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least one end of the bar (see "A" from attached Fig. 2, below), 
an internally threaded member may be selectively threaded onto 
the pattern of threads at one end. The phrase "for use in 
reinforced concrete" line 1, is a statement of intended use of 
the claimed invention and must result in a structural difference 
between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to 
patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. 
If the prior art structure is capable of performing the intended 
use, then it meets the claim. 




FIG 6 



Figure 6 from Shaw 
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Claim 2: the core has a circular cross section (Fig. 4, 
generally) . 

Claim 3 : the transverse ribs and longitudinal ribs are 
integral with each other. 

Claim 4: all the ribs are integral with the core. 

Claim 5: the longitudinally extending ribs adjacent at 
least one end of the bar are interrupted by the absence of the 
longitudinal ribs in the troughs (see "B" above) . 

Claim 6: each longitudinally extending rib terminates at a 
point spaced from said at least one end of the bar (see XX A" 
above) . 

Claim 7: Applicant should note that only the apparatus, "a 
bar" is being claimed. The phrase "sheared off", line 1 is a 
method step and only the final product, the bar, is given 
patentable weight. The longitudinal member terminates at point 
"A" noted above. 

Claim 8: Applicant should note that only the apparatus, "a 
bar" is being claimed. The phrase "sheared off", lines 1 and 2 
is a method step and only the final product, the bar, is given 
patentable weight. Parts of the transverse ribs (see "C" from 
attached Fig. 5, below) are not present adjacent the 
longitudinal ribs. 
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Figure 5 from Shaw 

Claim 9: Shaw discloses a threaded deformed reinforcing bar 
comprising a core (1A) at least one transversely extending rib 
(2A, 4A) forming a pattern of threads on the bar, at least one 
longitudinal rib intersecting said transverse rib at multiple 
areas and interrupting the pattern of threads, and at least a 
part of the longitudinal rib is absent from a section of the bar 
at least one end of the bar (see "A" above) where a pattern of 
threads in the section is unobstructed. 

Claim 11: the core has a substantially circular cross- 
section. 

Claim 12 : at least one of the transverse ribs includes at 
least two series of discontinuities (the discontinuities occur 



Application/Control Number: 10/720,473 
Art Unit: 3635 



Page 6 



where the longitudinal rib intersects a transverse rib) 
extending longitudinally along the bar and wherein one 
longitudinally extending rib extends along each said series of 
discontinuities. 

Claim 13: the transverse and longitudinally extending ribs 
are integral with each other and with the core. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere 

Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for 

establishing a background for determining obviousness under 3 5 

U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and 
the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent 
art . 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the 
application indicating obviousness or nonobviousness . 
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Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shaw as applied to claim 9 above, and further 
in view of Shaw. 

Claim 10: the particular species in Shaw discloses the 
claimed invention except that the transverse rib is a continuous 
spiral. along the bar, however the species in Figure 10 discloses 
a bar with a transverse rib (4B) that is a continuous spiral. 
It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to substitute the 
continuous spiral of Figure 10 with the species of Figures 5-7 
because the continuous spiral is a functional equivalent and 
would perform equally as well. 

Response to Arguments 

3. The following addresses Applicant's arguments dated 23 July 
2007. 

Applicant's amendment to the Specification and Figures 1 
and 2 overcomes the objection and it is withdrawn (per section I 
of Applicant's remarks.) 
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Applicant's amendment to reverse the order of the claims 
(per section II of remarks) overcomes the objection and it is 
withdrawn. 

Applicant's amendment to Claim 5 (per section III of 
remarks) overcomes the 35 U.S.C. §112 rejection and it is 
withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments, see section IV, filed 23 July 2007, 
with respect to the rejection (s) of the claim(s) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has 
been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground (s) of rejection is made in view of Shaw. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to William 
V. Gilbert whose telephone number is 571.272.9055. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 08:00 to 17: 00. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be 
reached on 571.272.6777. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
57i-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




